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Speaker 
spends 

lavishly 
for GOP 


Private planes, pricey 
dinners, fine cigars 

— all in the name of 
advancing the agenda. 


MUSIC WITHOUT 


THE MAESTRO 


BY ADAM C. SMITH AND ELI ZHANG 
Times Staff Writers 

TALLAHASSEE — Even before 
Florida House Speaker Richard 
Corcoran came to dominate Talla- 
hassee, he declared himself an arch- 
enemy of special interests. 

“T will proudly declare war on all 
the special interests ... all the Gucci- 
loafing, shoe-wearing special inter- 
ests, powers-that-be,’ Corcoran told 
House members, as he thundered 
against a plan to expand Medic- 
aid coverage to more Floridians. 
“Come to war with us. I'll fight. And 
if it costs me my political career or 
yours, so be it.” 

That was early in 2015, shortly 
after the career Tallahassee opera- 
tive effectively took control of the 
Republican Party of Florida’s financ- 
es. Since then, a big part of the cigar- 
loving House speaker’s war against 
special interests has involved taking 
and then spending their money to 
fly on private planes, dine at pricey 
restaurants and buy thousands of 
dollars worth of cigars. 


Anna Jones, Trans-Siberian Orchestra 
Trans-Siberian Orchestra performs for a sold-out crowd Wednesday in Birmingham, Ala., the 18th city of the group’s 19th season on the road. 


Associated Press 


“If you waste money in 
politics, chances are you 
don’t win campaigns, 
especially the tough ones.” 


BY JAY CRIDLIN 
Times Pop Music/Culture Critic 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A half hour 
to curtain, Al Pitrelli unwinds on a 
couch in his spartan dressing quarters, 
fresh off a loading-dock Marlboro. 

He’s deep inside an arena, about to 
play the 29th show in the 18th city of 
the Trans-Siberian Orchestra’s 19th 
winter on the road. Out in the hall, 
violinists tune and singers apply mas- 
cara and crew members pop in and 
out of catering — fajita night is always 
a hit. But Pitrelli is all out of pep talks 
and rituals. 

If Paul O’Neill were here, “he’d 
have 100 questions and 100 things 
he couldn’t wait to talk about,” said 
Pitrelli, TSO’s lead guitarist and musi- 
cal director. “He’d always be talking 
about what we're doing in six months.” 

It has been eight months since 
O’Neill, founder and eccentric master- 


mind of the Trans-Siberian Orchestra, 
was found dead at 61 from a prescrip- 
tion pill overdose in a hotel room in 
Tampa, the explosive Christmas road- 
show’s creative home base. 

But his death has not slowed TSO’s 
grand annual march across the coun- 
try. Since forming in 1996, TSO has 
played some 2,000 concerts, sold 
more than 14 million tickets and 
grossed more than $600 million at 
the box office. Judging from this sold- 
out show in Birmingham, Ala., TSO 
is more popular than ever. Its two 
concerts Sunday in Tampa, O’Neill’s 
adopted hometown, are on track to 
surpass last year’s 22,623 tickets sold. 

A spectacle this grand, beloved 
and profitable can’t just up and stop. 
But without the enigmatic, exacting 
O’Neill at the helm, it’s unclear who 
will lead it forward. 

» See ORCHESTRA, 12A 


Richard Corcoran, 
Florida House speaker 


He makes no apologies, saying 
it’s all part of the fundraising pro- 
cess that ensures true, blue conser- 
vative Republicans control the Flor- 
ida House of Representatives. 

“Tf you waste money in politics, 
chances are you don’t win cam- 
paigns, especially the tough ones,” 
the Land O’Lakes Republican said, 
brushing off questions about politi- 
cal spending that sometimes seems 
more in line with the Kardashians 
than with a champion of fiscal con- 
servatism. 

e Napa Valley junkets that included 
wine tours and an $8,000 din- 
ner tab at California’s sumptuous 
French Laundry restaurant 

e More than $400,000 to charter 
private planes 

e More than $1,000 for cufflinks 

e More than $11,000 at Morton’s 
steakhouses, $15,000 at Ruth’s 
Chris and $29,000 at Tampa’s Cap- 
ital Grille restaurant, a favorite 


Times (2010) 
Paul O’Neill, founder of the Trans-Siberian Orchestra, 
died in April at age 61 of a prescription pill overdose. 


Sentenced to life as minors, freed as adults 


Changing attitudes about juvenile justice 
mean many could get out after 25 years. 


BY DAN SULLIVAN 
Times Staff Writer 

When she was 15, Chantay 
Clark shot and killed a woman 
while trying to steal a car. 
Later, she took a man’s truck 
at gunpoint, forcing him to 


Circuit Judge Michael 
Andrews knew all about her. 

On Nov. 3, she stood shack- 
led in his Pinellas courtroom, 
having served 25 years of a life 
sentence. Now entering mid- 
dle age, she was the benefi- 


juveniles who commit serious 
crimes deserve a meaningful 
chance of release. 

The state said she still 
deserved life. The defense sug- 
gested 40 years. 

“I doubt that I’m going 
to make anybody happy,” 
Andrews said. “I do not wish 
to leave Miss Clark in a worse 
position than she was in. At 


ish her for what it is that she 
did.” 
The judge gave her 50 years. 
Three days later, Clark, 40, 
walked out of the Pinellas 
County jail a free woman. 
What accounted for her 
abrupt release? Gain time. 
The concept of shaving time 
off an inmate’s sentence was 
all but eliminated in Florida in 


Chantay Clark was 15 when 
she shot and killed a woman 
while trying to steal a car in 


haunt for Corcoran. 

These state GOP expenditures, 
revealed on campaign finance 
reports, are all part of electing 
Republicans to the Florida House, 
Corcoran said. The bottom line 
speaks for itself. 

“We successfully defended every 
single House GOP incumbent and 
even flipped a Democrat seat to the 
GOP,’ Corcoran, 52, said of the 2016 


take cover in a culvert. ciary of court rulings that said the same time, I wish to pun- » See GAIN TIME, 13A 1992. Clark is now 40 and free. » See CORCORAN, 15A 
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